
Masterclass on Investment Readiness for Early Stage Startups
IvyCamp hosted an Investment Readiness Masterclass led by Mrs. Madhuri Sawant, Director of Investments & Legal at IvyCap

Ventures. The session highlighted the importance of viewing the business through an investor's lens, focusing on a strong team, large

market, problem-solving product, and proven traction. Solid financial projections and a well-researched investor approach were

deemed crucial for securing funding. Finally, the session stressed the necessity of achieving product-market fit and thoroughly

understanding deal terms to ensure a successful and sustainable financial partnership.

Key Takeaways
Timing is Everything - Don't rush into fundraising. Raise capital only when you are truly prepared, not just to boost valuation.

Think Like an Investor – Investors look for a strong team (diverse skills, shared vision), a large market opportunity (TAM, SAM, SOM), a problem-solving product
(Aspirin vs. Vitamin), and demonstrated traction (unit economics, key metrics).

Numbers Matter – Be prepared to justify your pricing strategy, financial projections, and valuation with solid fundamentals. Investors scrutinize every detail.

Product-Market Fit is Key –It’s not just about a great product; it’s about proving that customers are willing to pay and that you have the right customer base.

Know Your Deal Terms – Understand key terms like valuation, equity stake, liquidation preference, and anti-dilution. These are not just legal jargon but critical
factors in negotiating a successful deal and ensuring long-term success.
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